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• This year-mad fools that weai 


This yet.. - J 

cooked up a scheme so that all Smash Hits 
readers can complete their sticker collections 
for LESS MONEY! You can get fresh supplies at 
all good newsagents (and swap them with 
mates), but you can also order any stickers 
you still need from Minicards (details in your 
sticker book). And this is where we come in. In 


the next 8 issues of Smash Hits there'll be a 
special token (like the one down below). /a 

Collect any 5 of these tokens, send them to iM 

Minicards and you’ll get 25p off your 
order (5 free stickers, in other words). 

Cut this one out, get 4 more from 
friends’magazines, and you’re 
laughing! Five stickers for the 
princely sum of Nought P: can we / 

say fairer than that? (Ho-Ed.) 


TOKEN 


STICKERS! 


TOKEN 






































TIN TIN: THE LEGEND 


Jimi Somerville. Where do you think he got that 
hair and those clothes? Tin Tin! 

And then there’s Stephen ‘Tin Tin’ Duffy. 
Where do you think he got that middle name? Not 
from some obscure German Gothic novel, that's 
for sure, matey! And not content with that, Mr Duffy 
recently formed a pop duo called Doctor 
Calculus. Ring a bell at all? Well, what was the 
name of the eccentric inventor in the Tin Tin 
books? Professor Calculus ! 


t one at the mo. 


3 (Are you & 




nedtome" 


The first airlift of supplies 
from the Band Aid appeal 
left for Addis Ababa on March 
9. Midge lire helped load 
up the plane then flew on to 
supervise the distribution of 
Land Rovers, water tanks, 

1 % tons of hospital tents, 10 
tons of biscuits, 20 tons of 
milk and 1 ton of medical 
supplies. More is to follow. By 
the way, we’ll soon have 
news about the money you 
helped raise for Band Aid on 
our British Telecom Link-l 































to Foster Bi 


ive fab fellas know exactly where 
s for a refund. (You on the right 

\znm - cd.) Hang on a mo, though. Two of these faces seem vague 
ar. That's probably because two of these men happen to be in a rathi 
js pop group these days. Who can they be? Turn to page 44 for tt 


IL-J 

• Is it a bird? Is it a plane? Nope. ( What is it, then?- Ed) Why, it's Super 
Gran, of course, a-whizzing herway through the chill night air on her utter 
amazing flying bicycle contraption in her tireless quest to make the world 
safe for humanity! Yes! Super Gran fever is gripping the nation as literally 
billions of people gasp in admiration at her thrilling televisual antics! And 
with Billy Connolly’s stunning musical tribute to the old duck taking the 
charts by storm, there’s no telling where it'll all end! Phew! 

So anyway, we at e/tzthought it was high time we marked the arrival on 
the scene of the greatest living Englishwoman since Barbara Cartland with 
the most stunningly brilliant competition ever to grace these pages since 
our historic Win A Copemobile contest! And here's the swag. What you get 
is 1) a copy of the “Super Gran” single; 2) an unbelievably 
bright'n'gleaming Super Gran badge 3) a breathtaking Super Gran writing 
set and 4) a copy of the Super Gran book- a work that tells the whole 

--- 'rgated truth about this remarkable old lady for the very first time! 

ve got no less than 25 of these awe-inspiring Super Gran kits to give 
Here’s the auestion: Which British comical person had a Number 

.. all b) Glive Dunn c) Bruce 


APRIL F00-00L! 

Oooooh!! Aaaaaarghh!!! Don't look Holly Johnson: “ 

now, reader, but there’s a huge, fat, brother playing a r 
furry, gobbling spider crawling up me when I was yoi 

your leg... Gotcha! Ho ho ho! April what it actually wa 

FooooooooolW Dontcha just lurve memory of beinq s 

April Fool's Day? An absolute riot - 1 
rib-tickling, thigh-slapping 

.vity, eh? Well, for your 

tertainment we asked 


several trillion of the most far 
pop stars ever invented what their 
favourite Fools Day pranks were. 

Howard Jones: “My mother always 
used to play them on me and she'd 
say things like ‘What's that horrible 
scab you've got on your cheek?’ 
She’d be totally convincing and I’d 
be asking 'Where? Where?’ in a 
panic. Then, after a while, she’d say 
‘April Fool!!”’ 

PatBenatar: “Getting pregnant. It 
LeeeJohn: “Tell P 



e: "I passed my driving test on 
Fool’s Day. I didn’t realise the 
and the examiner said ‘Look, 
orry but I’m going to have to fail 



Sir Michael Jagger: “Once I put 
100 chickens in our tour manager’s 
:el room. He’s allergic to them and 
went completely ******* mad!" 

Art Of Noise: “Getting into the 


said we’d be out but could they leave 
it in the drive.” 

Paul King: “The only one I 
remember falling for myself was one 
they did on the TV show Magpie 
when I was a kid. They said that a 
lorry of ‘dehydrated water’ had 
crashed in a village in France and 
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WHO’S AN OOCHIE-COOCHIE ROLY- 
POLY LITTLE DIDDUMS THEN? 



•No! No! Can it really be true?After over a year of silence those JoBoxei 
back. First comes a single, “Is This Really The First Time ((You've Been Ir 
Love)”, to be followed snortly by an album, “Skin And Bone", 




• The soundtrack to the film, The 

Never Ending Story, which 
features Limahl's recent hit of the 


• The Redskins and New Order 

are both featured on a new half hour 
videocompilation, “The Enemy 
Within Present The WorldToday”. 


• Those nice boys Killing Joke 
have just been allowed out of their 
cages to release a new single “Kings 
And Queens". It'soff their “Night 
Time" LP and there's an extra dose 
of lunacy. “The Madding Crowd", on 




KNOTTY... BUT NICE! 


_,_I “Hangin' On A String". “But they all never used to turn up 

to rehearsals, so I got rid of them." 

All, that is, except for bass player Carl McIntosh and singer Jane 
Eugene." I met her at a party after a fashion show - we just got talking," 
Steve remembers. “And then she kept calling me up for about two 

-^ - Finally we got together and made some demos." 

in 1981 led to a record deal, though Steve had first set his sights 
ier in music much, much earlier. He was born in Brixton, South 
25 years ago and, unlike most of his mates, went to the local 
■school. “I got a lot of stick,” he recalls, because while everyone 
out at weekends playing football I stayed in and read books." 

_er the age of 11, he studied first trumpet then piano. Excelling at 

both schoolwork and music, he proceeded to pass his ‘O' and 'A' levels 
and then get a music degree at London's Guildhall. But his first real brush 

*-'— ‘—'-1 trumpet on The Jam's final studio LP, 

ed Malice" number one. “That was great," 
he says looking back. “Paul Weller was very positive". 

That experience left him determined to succeed in his own right. "With 
The Jam was the last time I was Top Of The Pops," he explains, “and I 
vowed then that I wouldn't do it again unless it was with my own band." 
■■'hich is exactly the position he's now reached though it’s taken a 
.Still, Steve's confident that their forthcoming LP, “So Where Are 
", will establish them firmly in the charts, though he’s not too sure 


“The Smiths, for instance. I just can't understand that. Some of their 
tracks I think are absolutely ridiculous. Morrissey has got a very definite 
image and personality- but he just doesn’t seem to sing in the same key 
as the rest of the band. Where fs he coming from? I mean, I did like the one 
did with Sandie Shaw... but that's probably because bedidn’t sing 
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“Yes, I am on a 
crusade, if you 
like. I’m deadly 
serious about 
what I do. I 
believe in this 
one million 
percent.” 

Today, the 
Howard Jones 
Crusade comes 
to the trouble- 
torn streets of 
Belfast; playing 
concerts, 
opening an 
Animal Rights 
Centre and trying 
to spread a little 
optimism “to help 
us little humans 
struggling 
through life”. 

Also on board are 
Peter Martin 
(words) and Paul 
Rider (pictures). 



THE MILLIO 



0 







N PERCENT MAN 





violence, people seem to block it all 
out and just get on with their lives. 

(admittedly not a particularly 

the prevailing attitude is a kind of 
fatalist ‘What can you do about it? 
Life must go on’ - typeohhing^ 

Belfast, there is a very strong! active 




recognised in the back of the car - a 
little saloon job, not a swanky affair 
- both by pedestrians and by 

disconcerting to be pointed at by 
someone carrying a large gun, even 
though the soldiers seem almost 
unaware of the offending article. 
Eventually we reach the office in 
Donegal Street and he’s met by a 
small clutch of TV cameras and 

Once inside, he’s greeted by The 
Animal Rights Movement 
organisers, all obviously thrilled to 
bits by the whole thing. It’s a big day 
for them and it looks like they’ve 
been planning it for weeks. They’ve 

vegetarian pate and sparkiing wine. 

the walls, uncomfortable reminders 
he shameful cruelty often 


(often without realising it). 

“It Takes Up To 40 Dumb 
Animals To Make A Fur Coat” 
reads one poster, “But Only One To 
Wear It”. “Combat Blood Sports”. 


Science”. There are vile pictures 


everywhere y< 
4,579,478 exp 


k: ‘Do you know: 


l^r/SSwttgon on d ' ati0n 
And in the midst of this is Howar 
Jones, looking rather humble. 

One of the young organisers 

very pleased that someone like 



and a chat about how things are 
shaping up for him this year. 


But first things first. What’s his 
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tTeIILLIH PE1CEITIAI 


Hits, February 28: “We’re 
fundamentally opposed to someone 
like Howard Jones in every possible 

does he feel when faced with 
reactions like that? 


reaction to criticism like 
that because then you’re only giving 
weight tojt, and that’s the last thing 

you, it creates an opposite kind of 
reaction. This year I seem to be 

result I’m getting rather a lot of this 

doesn’t really bothei^me in the 

So how would you like to end up? 

attitudes. I don’t want to be a 
politician - records are my tools and 
I know it’s a very powerful force. 

Yes, I am on a crusade, if you like; 


. bright clothes and stuff. Like you 
say, the live show^is sortof like a 


black to be taken seriously and spit 

‘goody goody’ as I’ve been 
presented - like Smash Hits said I 

drink, I enjoy being alive and if you 
don’t, what’s the point in having any 
philosophy or ideals? If you just 
have that and nothing else, you 


But when he looks round the city 


© 











IT’S NEW. 



The Secret of Association or N c a s s e t te £ 4 • 9 9 

Also available on Compact Disc 


W in T-T A \f p "Paul Young The Video Singles” 

AX Cl. V X-t . 5Tracks-£14-95 
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Jill Bryson (left) Rose McDowall (right) $ 

STRAWBERRY 

SWITCHBLADE 

MEMPHIS: You Supply The 


Got to be the Single Of The 
Fortnight for me. Great vocals, 
great guitar, it's a great pop 
record with tinges of country & 
western. It makes me really 
happy-1 just wish the charts 
were full of songs like this. Jill: I 
don’t think this is the best 
version I've heard of this song, 
but I like it anyway. The cover is 
great- a highland cow in a 
purple loch! 


In Love (ZTT) Jill: This is 
really dreamy and atmospheric, 
like film music. It makes my 
eyeballs feel floaty. Definitely 
my Single Of The Fortnight. 
Rose: I really like this. It makes 
me feel like ice skating in the 


MARILYN: Baby U Left Me 
(Phonogram) Rose: I don't 
like it. It sounds a bit dated and 
who wants to relive the 70s? 

J il I : A bit of a ‘party on down 
y’all' song. Sounds quite strong 
but it’s not my cup of tea, really. | 
My boyfriend Peter thinks 
Marilyn is gorgeous, though. | 

THE POGUES: A Pair Of 
Brown Eyes (Stiff) Jill: I 

wouldn’t normally listen to this 
type of traditional Irish folk song 
- but it's so well done and such a: 
strong song I think anyone could 1 
like it. Rose: Did they record 
this in a pub? There must be 
quite an art to playing an 
accordion with a pint of lager on 
top, I suppose. But I love 
accordions and it’s got a nice 
production from Elvis Costello. 
COCTEAU TWINS: Aikea 
Guinea (12 only EP) (4AD) 
Rose: This has got to be one of 
the best this week. Liz (singer 
Elizabeth Fraser) really uses her 
voice well. The guitar is good, 
too. Jill: I agree. It’s all very 
atmospheric- in fact, it makes 
my skin ripple. Rose: Well, it 
makes my organs wobble. Jill: 
And it makes my eyeballs flip. 
Rose: And it made my record 
player jump. 

FOREIGNER: That Was 
Yesterday (Warners) Jill 

Bland and American. Rose: I 
don’t like it. If they get to Number 
One again, I ’I I kil I myself. J i 11 : 

Oh ... they’re on the same 
record label as us! Rose: 

Oh... I mean, hey! What a 
fantastic record! Jill: Yes, 


SMILEY CULTURE: 
Cockney Translation 
(Fashion) Rose: I don’t hate 
it, but I don’t like it either. Jill: 
Boring - Yawney Culture as far 
as I’m concerned. 


(ZTT) Jill: Everybody’s heard 
this song lots of times already. 
Rose: And I like the album 
version better anyway. I do think 
it's about time they did 
something new- you can only 
stretch a song so far, you know. 
Jill: I do like “Happy Hi!” on the 
B-side - Frankie go electrobop. 


(Polydor) Jill: A weak ballad 
in amongst some nice synth 
sounds. Like most of the singles 
this week, it’s produced by 
Trevor Horn. It’s got a horrible 
ending that made my backbone 
go all squeegy. Rose: I like the 
sleeve - it reminds me of a dress 
I had when I was eight. 

DIVINE: Walk Like A Man 
(Proto) Rose: A rare big 
creature. I don’t know about the 
song, though. But Jill started to 
sing “I Feel Love” over it, so that | 
must mean something. Jill: 
Actually, this is completely 
bizarre-a’60s cover with a 
1 disco backbeat and that voice. 

I And my boyfriend thinks he's 
1 gorgeous too! 




HOLLYWOOD: Welcome 


ANNE PIGALLE: He 

I Stranger (ZTT) Jill This is 
dead epic and grand and un¬ 
modern. I think it’s great. If I was 
to be re-incarnated I would want 
to come back as Anne Pigaile I 
Rose: What? 

EDDY GRANT: Baby Come 
Back (MCA) Jill : This got me 
and Rose up to groove around 
the living room. Halfway through 
Rose started singing along and I 
started wondering if he'd be 
dancing in his shorts on the 
video. Rose: I think he writes 
good pop songs (my cat started 
purring to this one). This is a 
cover of one of his own songs 
from way back when he was with 
The Equals. Hey! It really gets 
you going, yeah! yeah! 

KILLING JOKE: Kings And 
Queens (EG) Jill: Heavy 
Metal hippy crap with weedy 
vocals. Rose:Thesong is 
moronic- a reflection of the 
group. Jill: And the singer’s 
even more of a Tory fascist bully 
boy than Gary Numan. Rose: 
They’re so safe - what are these 
boys scared of? 


ABC: Be Near Me 
(Neutron) Rose: Lots of nice 
sounds. The main melody is 
dead good but I can’t get very 
excited by the song. Jill : This is 
much more like the ABC of old. I 
thought it was weak at first but I 
really like it now. There's a good 
toy piano on it. I feel a bit cheeky 
saying this but I wish they didn’t 
look so daft. 

DEAD OR ALIVE: Lover 
Come Back (Epic) Rose: I 

don't think this will be able to 
follow “You Spin Me Round" - 
it's not as powerful a song. But 
you can’t review something on 
what’s passed-stiii, Idon’tlikeit 
very much. Jill: Definite Donna 
Summer backing track with a 
pure ’60s chorus. Rose started 
singing “I Feel Love” over the 
start of it. God it’s horrible. 

THE COLOUR FIELD: 
Castles In The Air 
(Chrysalis) Rose: This 
sounds like it's been recorded in 
the fifth dimension. Jill: Groovy! 
Rose: And as for the line, 
“castles in the air, a beatnik love 
affair"- what a topper! 

BILL SHARPE: Famous 
People (Polydor) Jill: He did 

that single with that yukky Tory 
Gary Numan, didn't he? Rose: 
Yeah. Well, this song made my 
bowels move. Jill : It didn’t move 
me in any way. 

. . .. 



THE FLYING PICKETS: 
Only The Lonely (10) Jill: I 

don’t like this song, I don’t like 
how it’s done - electrobop, 
disco, acapella, whatever. But I 
do quite like the idea of this lot 
being pop stars-1 don’t think 
they'd abuse the position or 
anything. I mean they’re so 
gormy. Rose: Yeah, I suppose 
they’re a harmless enough 
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piece of the action 
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MICS 



lo go into the local pub but I'm really 
frightened now. It always turns into a similar 

whatever they say about me, whatever they 
think, it doesn't matter'cause I'm doing my 
thing anyway. People are either going to love 
you or hate you and my life doesn't depend on 


Dave: Surprisingly enough, though, in the last 
seven months f m the person they recognise 




make-up and they don't recognise her. It’s a 
woman to change the way she looks. 

Annie: When you're famous, it's a bit like 

because other people don't let you forget about 
it - there's always an extra thing around you. 



planning to get invoked with thaL This is a 

I've ever fiad money in the bank. 

Dare: I just have a great time now, w hereas 
before I used to find it difficult because I never 

had this squal l used to have a fantastic time- 
just a different kind of great time. I think the 
great thing for me is that it allows me to travel 

worrying about it. 

Dare: iK funny how some people's attitudes 


. „.ne from playing with Strawberry 
Sw itchblade and I went back to the" local jmb. 

thev're really friendly and trap you in i 
and tell you they 're in a group and woi 


really dressed up but I thought. I don-- 

drink. But I had people comingiup and say ing, 
*0h. you're a superstar now' - every aspect you 
imagine you could get. I really want to he able 


do vou^et DO* 

' tproducedifferent^people ^Vegetoffersto 


Are you going to make any films? 

Annie: I’m thinking about having a part in a 
film that’s coming out quite soon but there's 
not much point in talking about it. because it's 
not finalised yet. 

Where do you live these days? 

Dare: I've just bought a house in Maida Vale 
and I just bought an apartment here (Paris) as 
well. It's a really classic old French house. I'm 
still really going to be based in London but it's 


connections. I've just been looking at the plans 


base reallv and Sw itzerland is the sort of plan 
to go maybe one- ~ ,iU ~ 

friends reallv .,- 

that will be the sort of plact- 

and years I lived in abject poverty and now I'm 
so rich that I have to buy mountain houses! 

It’son a mountain? 


after I've been there for a week I’m so bored. 


chickens or something rural. I’ll spend a bit 
more time there, but I think I'll be mainly in 


Did you move there because your husband 
lives’ there? 

because I wanted apJace in Europe that had 


frolidayT* 

Lennox and the goats! 













' from 
BELOUIS 
SOME 


12 INCH 
contains 
3 TRACKS 
including 
DUB & 
DANCE 














Greatest Beats. 
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Includes tracks byAfrika 
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TRACEY 

THORN 

(of Everything 
But The Girl) 


Brookmans Park, ne 

DID YOU PLAY HOCKEY, 


LAST BOOK YOU READ: The 


guide to a sc 
Northern Ire 


HOW MANY ‘O’ AND ‘A’ 
LEVELS DO YOU HAVE? I've 

History, and Economics). 

WHO CUTS YOUR HAIR? It’s a 
Turkish barber in North London 
called Veysel. The same one cuts 
Ben’s hair - we found him after long 
and fruitless searches. Why did I cut 
off the curls I used to have? They got 
in the way. Of a lot of things. 

DO YOU KNOW ANYONE 
CALLED NIGEL? Yeah. There is 
someone lurking in my past called 
Nigel who I haven’t seen for years. 
You’re not going to bring him out of 

FIRST RECORD YOU EVER 
BOUGHT: If only I could say it was 
’>scureT.Rex singe. Alas, I 


something by Davie 


sounds a totally fatL- 

IS BEN WATT YOUR 
BOYFRIEND? Yes. 

FAVOURITE MADONNA 
RECORD: I don't really know that 
it’s possible to conceive of haying 

“ Holiday” ? - was probably the least 
offensive. I don’t want to say 
anything else- not while I’m sitting in 
her record company offices at least! 

WHERE DO YOU LIVE? In North 
London in a flat over a garage. It’s 
not particularly modern. In fact, it’s a 

WHAT DO YOUR PARENTS 

official title is, but he’s a sort of 


works for a computer firm, I think. I’m 
not really quite sure what he actually 
does. My mum always worked as a 
secretary but has been a housewife 

brother who’s about 30 and lives in 
Birmingham, and a sister who’s just 
a couple of years olderthan me. I’m 
very close to my sister. 

WHAT DID YOU DO ON 
SATURDAY NIGHT? For us 

Saturday night always seems the 
most boring night of the week. Ben 
and I get out the Scrabble board and 
wonder where everyone else is, 


what they’re doing. Last Saturday 
though we were in the studio 
recording some B-sides. We did all 
the backing but I couldn’t do the 
vocal because I had a sore throat. I’ll 
probably do them next week. 
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME 
YOU WENT TO CHURCH? Do 


to a funeral quite recently - that adds 
a bit of a sombre note, doesn’t it? 
Before that I suppose it was a 
wedding about ten years ago. I 
haven’t been to church as in ‘‘going 
to church” since I was a very small 
child. 

HAVE YOU BEEN WATCHING 
EASTENDERS?No, I haven’t 
seen a single episode yet. I’m a 


there’s a few moles lurking around, 
but I don’t know if they count. 
FAVOURITE POET: I haven’t 
actually read any since I left 
university (last summer). My 
favourite poet as a student was 
William Blake. I admired both Blake 
and Shelley because of their 
revolutionary tendencies and the 


DO YOU GO TO THE 
LAUNDERETTE? Yes. Ben does 
the washing up and I go to the 
launderette. Overall, Ben actually 
does a lot more menial tasks than I 


_jcently that I’m the 

only person in the whole world who 
likes to go to the launderette. I 
haven’t been able to find anyone 
else, from any walk of life, who does. 
I find it relaxing to go down there, put 
the washing in, and read a book for 
an hour while it does. 
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A LEWIS GILBERT Film 

NOT QUITE JERUSALEM 

surring JOANNA PACULA • SAM ROBARDS 



"Laughs, sex, 
romance, pain and 
tragedy... 

Joanna Pacula 
dominates the film 
through an 
extraordinary display 
of sexuality.” 
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THE LIFE OF B 



9 Sipping tea and munching 


cashews in the lobby of his swanky 
hotel, Bryan Adams seems in 
chipper mood. The reasons for this 
are threefold: 1) Bryan is in London, 

comfortable”; 2) Tonight he's going 
to a footer match to watch Spurs 
“stuff' Real Madrid (Tottenham 
Hotspur 0 Real Madrid 1, hahaha); 

Turner and Tina’s “a really sweet 
person. GOD can she rockW She’s 
just GREAT!!!”. 

Yes, Bryan’s in a merry frame of 
mind - but not for long. One 
question from me is enough to put a 
damper on proceedings. “Bryan," I 
ask, “tell me your life story.” 

“Oh, no," he croaks, “not again." 

Bryan is clearly bored with 


journalists asking I 


him to tell his life 



ryan Ferry? Bryan 
Tilsley? Bryan 
‘Nasher’ Nash? Nope, 
it’s the Canadian rock 
and roller who’s 
finally clambering up 
the British charts. 
Tom Hibbert relates 
another chapter in 
‘The Rocky Road To 
The Top’. 


Bryan Adams was born in Kingston, 
Ontario, Canadarin 1959 of English 
parents and spen^^s early years ^ 

irmy). When he 
V Portugal which 



going on and we had a really great 
view of the football field and we’d be 
gazing out of the window half the 
time dreaming of goals to be. And 
then there was another English 
teacher I had in Canada. Mrs Smith. 

was stacked. She was about 25 and 
you couldn’t help gawping at her 
because she used to wear things that 
were so tight and she had great big 
legs and I was so envious because she 
was married to the P.E. teacher. 
Actually, I’m not a big chest fetish 
guy but she just happened to have 
big ones and I was there and they 
were there as well, hahaha" 

Steady on, Bry! Do I detect a 
teeny weeny note of, ahem, 

“Look, I’m just a regular guy with 
regular adult feelings and, y know, if 
women didn’t want to dress in bikinis 
they wouldn’t dress in bikinis. 


didn’t see any, y’know, ‘naughty 


_, only time you ever saw a 

knife was when I was peeling an 
apple. But the critics decided to 


In school hols, Bryan often 
popped over to England to stay with 
his uncle who lived in Reading 
(birthplace of Sir Thomas “Hibs” 
Hibbert. Fascinating-Ed. ) It was 
in Reading that the “fledgeling” 
rawk’n’roller bought his first LP- 


Creedence Clearwater Revival, 
T.Rex, Led Zeppelin and Deep 
Purple, and by the time that Adams 
left school at 16, he had become bent 
on a career in the waggy world of 
popular music. 

“The first band I played in a club 
with was called Shock. We tried to be 
heavy but we weren't. We used to 
rehearse in my girlfriend’s living 
room, but then I caught her upstairs 
with another girl anathat was the last 


I met up with Jim Vallance, the 
drummer in a big Canadian group 
called Prism, and we started writing 

And those songs started being 
picked up and recorded by mildly 
famous persons such as Ian Lloyd, 

Overdrive, and Kiss. Big money. 
And then Bryan got a recording deal 
of his very own - although he 
couldn’t yet sing for toffee. 

I’ve worked on it. I’ve actually got a 
tape of me and a friend when we 
were about 11 singing the Rolling 
Stones’ ‘Jumpin’Jack Flash’. It’s 
terrible. I might put it out as a B-side 
«ne of these days, it’s so funny. ” 
Four albums and four years later 


Canada’s own Band Aid for Ethiopia 

“I wrote the song with Jim 
Vallance and David Foster, 
Thiraoo’s producer, and then my 
;er, Bruce Allen, went out and 




Joni Mitchell, Neil Young, Richard 


Manuel (of The Band), Gordon 
Lightfoot, Burton Cummings (of 

chanteuse of “Snowbird” fame), 
Dan Hill, Mike Reno (from 
Loverboy) and myself. And the 



“ This computerised crap ain 
me off/ Everywhere I go the / 

his current long-playing hit 
“Reckless”. Do these words 


, EVER.’ 



FIV[ 12"MIXES 
ON ONE CASSFTTl 





MICHAEL JACKSON 

BILLIE JEAN 
DENIECE WILLIAMS 
LET’S HEAR IT FOR THE BOY 
THE S.O.S. BAND 
JUST BE GOOD TO ME 
THE STAPLE SINGERS 
SLIPPERY PEOPLE 
HERBIE HANCOCK 
ROCK IT 













Dear Black Type, 

Did you know that my brc 
girlfriend's si ‘ 



r who said he had a fi 

f a 2H pencil he 



eaters so why don't you all shut up 
and let people decide for 
themselves? Animals kill to eat (law 
of nature). The trouble with people 
today whatever your belief is that 
they put too little value on lives, 
human, animal or plant, which leads 
me to Number 2. 


happening in Ethiopia is a disaster 
caused by nature itself You cannot 
compare the two. What frightens me 


3. Prince. I read in the paper that 
Prince is not coming back to Britain 
because he was ignored etc. Well, 



5n, not content with FGTH “ov 


an M.O.T., Eddie And His 


Sinclair C5 on their next 45? Will 
Shakatak use a fleet of Cortina Mk IIs 
as backing vocalists? Will Prince 
rename his latest single "Allegro 
Crazy"? I hope not. 

Anon, Hatch End, Middx. 


good riddance. How a sullen little 
twit can make such good records 
(though I detect shades of Hendrix) I 
don't know. After watching the BPI 
awards, I got the impression that it 


Huntingdon. 

P.S. Will somebody please give Bo 
Geldof a new suit and comb? 


doubt if we've learnt anything. I think 
if s a very good thing for Bob Geldof 
to do what he can to raise money, 
food etc. for the people of Ethiopia I 
do think if he's not careful people will 
stop listening to him There is such a 
thing as over-doing it and then he 
will undo all the good that's come 


F.G.T.H (Ithinkifsthehair, yc 


Can’t see it myself. 

The air is ripe for revolution. We 


LP in the other day. Classic tracks, 
all of them. “Sierra Later 
Alligator”, ’'You’re The Opel Of 
My Eye", “I’m Gonna Citroen 
Down An’ Write Myself A Letter”. 
Yon ought to get a copy. You ought 
to get a £10 Record Token too. In 
fact... you are getting one. Right 

I was thrilled to hear that many of the 
old 2-Tone bands had got together 
again to record a single in aid of the 
famine appeal. As well as bei™ ^ 


>ughlrej 
l Midge I 


:Ure devised, 




«...-1 in aid of Ethiopia, I feel 

that the "Starvation" single has more 
meaning behind it than the Band Aid 
operation. 

Unlike the people who appeared 
on Band Aid, you never see groups 
like Madness, UB40, General Public 
nd Special AKA slagging ea< ’ 
ther. Groups like Wham!, Sp 




'"’jUsotfsabe 



brave and free!” 

As spokesperson for FOCEN (The 
Federation Of Car Engine Noises), I 
would like to highlight the fact that, ir 


ly, I think Treasure Hunt is 


ADuran/U2Fan. 
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LETTERS 


Geoffrey, an estranged and 
disillusioned ex-zoo-keeper, 
represents justice and the spirit of 
brotherly love. His sidekick, Bungle, 

of the team, is probably the greatest 

century. Zippy is a spreader of evil 
and constantly ir*~ J - 


example in that good always prevails 
over evil in the programme and 
everyone enjoys a good old sing¬ 



disapproving. I didn't mind him 
ranting on about George Michael but 
now he's started being rude about 
David, I feel terrible. I only went out 
with him in the first place because he 
looked like David and his name was 
Keith (David's name in The Partridge 
Family). If my hur"— J - 


ckType, how as 

rious!! How dare ycu take singer! 


David will always have a place in i 
Befuddled Mum, Rusholme, 


_rcKffisss 

that he could have a candlelit dinner 
with her. Can you imagine the effect 

Zippy's Candle That He Drew The 
Secret Heart With, St. Helens. 


looking like David Cassidy. The 


jre they trying to do, turn Rainbow 
into the new Dallas or something? 
Stranger things have happened 
(though I’m damned if I can think 
of any). 


what is probably the greatest 
purveyor of social comment and 
moral standards of all time. 


.a Marie Osmond, for gawd’s 
sake??” Sadly, however, in nine 
cases out often this method proves 


tonga Psychotica, to give it its full 
medical name), the symptoms of 
which are far too gruesome for 



Dear Black Type, 

This letter is to inform you that 
George Michael is "a plank"! 

“Plank” is a British word that means a 
stupid, obnoxious person. George is 


The most important character in 

character is too complex and deeply 
sincere to put into words but can only 
be sensed by people who truly know 


Oh, I get it. You wait til George 


pop star and recent winner of an 

^o^e™Sy!^dif 
little snap of you ’cos you’re 
—‘--verything?”. 


then he would say that, wouldn’t 
he? 

Help! My nine year old daughter has 
fallen head over heels in love with 

that, you ask. Well, fast month she 
was in love with George Michael and 
my husband was very stem and 
disapproving (he is very anti-pop 
music altogether). Now it's David 
Cassidy and my husband is stiff very 


.. Bingo! Any more of these? 
(hehheh!). 

To Andy Kershaw ( Singles ; February 
28). 

No dear, you are the ugliest man in 


ANSWER FROM BITZ: Tony Wall I 
(far left) and Paul King (centre), now I 
both in Kina. Just a little bit 
cringeworthy. 


Just what is the 
new Smash Hits 
book? 

Is it an enormous 
encyclopaedia 
covering the history 
of rock’n’ pop from 
Elvis Presley to 
Wham!? 

Or a slim volume of 
poetry edited by a 
friend of Paul 
Weller’s? 

Is it Black Type’s 

long-awaited 

autobiography? 

Or a rather dodgy 
little one-off about 
howto learn to 
breakdanceinten 
easy lessons? 

Or maybe a heavily- 
illustrated guide to 
“lookin’good ’n’ 
feelin’great” by one 
of today’s top pop 
“image-makers”? 

Is it The Steve 
Norman Guide To 
Chatting Up Girls? 

Or The “Nasher” 
Nath Book Of 
Bevvies ? 

Or another book of 
Polaroids taken by 
Nick Rhodes in hotel 
rooms around the 
world? 

Actually, it’s none of 
these. But we’ll be 
telling you exactly 
what it is ... quite 
soon. 


WATCH THIS 
SPACE FOR 
DETAILS. 






















THE SECRET’S OUT 

(and it’s only £4.99) 



For people who appreciate music... and money. 


Record departments throughout Britain, with a huge selection of albums, 7" and 12" singles, tapes, accessories and record tokens 







THEY CAME,THEY SAW 
THEY DID A LITTLE SHOPPING. 



GRIFF RHYS JONES MELSMITH 

MORONS 

FROM OUTER SPACE* 


THORN EMI SCREEN ENTERTAINMENT Presents 

GRIFF RHYS JONES MELSMITH 
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MAKE NATTY SHOOK MAKE NATTY SHOOK 
MAKE NATTY SHOOK MAKE NATTY SHOOK 
MAKE NATTY SHOOK SHOOK SHOOK SHOOK ALL OVER THE PLACE I SAY 
COME ON BABY WHEN THE MUSIC’S PLAYING 
I WANNA SEE YOU DANCE DANCE DANCE 
COME ON BABYSAID WHEN THE MUSIC’S PLAYING 
I WANNA SEE YOU DANCE GET UP AND DANCE 
MOVE YOUR ARMS MOVE YOUR LEGS 
I SAID COME ON BABY LET ME SHOW YOU WHAT I’LL WHAT I’LL MAKE YOU 
I SAID MUSIC OH YEAH IS THE SOULIN’ TO MY SOUL 
AND MOVIN’ ON AND ON AND 

NOW THAT WE’VE FOUND LOVE WHAT ARE WE GONNA DO WITH IT 
(WHAT TELL) 

NOW THAT WE’VE FOUND LOVE WHAT ARE WE GONNA DO WITH IT 
(WE’VE FOUND LOVE WHAT ARE WE GONNA DO WITH IT) 

LET’S GIVE LOVE A TRY LET’S HAVE CONTROL CONTROL YOUR DESTINY 
WE OWE ITTO OURSELVES YES WE DO TO LIVE HAPPY ETERNALLY 
SWEET LIFE IS WHAT WE RE SEARCHING FOR 
AND LOVE IS WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR YEAH 
NOWTHATI’VE GOT IT RIGHT HERE IN MY HAND 
I’M GONNA SPREAD IT ALL OVER THE LAND NOW 
NOW THAT WE’VE FOUND LOVE WHAT ARE WE GONNA DO 
REPEAT CHORUS 

YOU’VE GOT TO FORGIVE AND FORGET 

: 

LOVE ONLY LOVE AND ONLY LOVE WILL SET YOUR SPIRIT FREE 
OH LOVE IS WHAT WE BEEN SEARCHING FOR 
AND SWEET LOVE IS WHAT WE’R|LOOKING FOR 
NOW THAT I’VE GOT IT RIGHT HERE IN MY HAND 
WE’RE GONNA SHARE IT ALL OVER THE LAND 
NOW THAT WE’VE FOUND LOVE TELL ME WHAT WE GONNA DO WITH IT 
I’D REALLY LIKE TO KNOW OH SAY NOW 
NOW THAT WE’VE FOUND LOVE WHAT ARE WE GONNA DO WITH IT 
REPEAT CHORUS TWICE 
WORDS AND MUSIC GAMBLE/HUFF 
REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION MIGHTY THREE MUSIC 
ON ISLAND RECORDS 
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In laboratory sound tests the new Sony HF-S tape gave even more music with even less audible hiss than the TDK AD. 
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thinks he comes across as “a nasty piece of work”. Possibly because he 
speaks his mind; possibly because he says things deliberately to annoy 
people. “Ian McCulloch does exactly the same thing, but everybody thinks 
he’s hilarious because he looks dead ordinary.” So is being honest a crime? 
As Pete tells Kris Kirk, “we can all look after ourselves in this quagmire 


called pop, as long as we’re given. . 


THERffiHTTB 

e 


ood things come to those who 
wait... and wait. After six 
years in the music business, 
" ir ' a ! flop singles and one mini- 
'ith a record he hated so 
,.. ,w jh he'd run out of the room 
whenever it was played, Pete 


Infectious UK Number One, 
“You Spin Me Hound (Like A Record)” - which is 
rapidly beginning to set the whole of Europe on fire— 
has finally established the stubborn Mr Burns. He 
might have been a big star far sooner, he admits, if 
he'd been prepared to play by the rules of the game 
and swallow some of his pride. 

"I’ve always said that I’d rather stan/e than make it 
big through grovelling”, says the brown-eyed Burns, 
who is curled up on a couch in the cosy new high rise 
flat where he lives with his wife Lynn and close friend 
Steve. Gone are the days of his old cramped Toxteth 
apartment with its mirrored walls, kitsch objects and 
stuffed animals. The exotic-looking Burns now looks 
positively at odds with such ordinary surroundings. 

"Starvation,” he says, “never quite beckoned, but 
I experienced plenty of frustration to make up for it. ” 

T wisting a lock of his magnificent 
dark mane, Pete muses over 
the days when it seemed like 
he had consigned himself 
forever to the pop wilderness. 

“Sometimes I’d wonder, 
‘whycan’tlaoalongwith 
everything that the pop 
machine wants of me?’ But I 
just knew I couldn’t have lived with myself if I’d done 
the things they asked of me. When we put out the 
only Dead Or Alive record that I’ve hated, ‘That’s 
The Way I Like It’ - which was the biggest 
compromise I’ve ever made in my career-1 got 
offered lots of press and TV coverage when it was 


the Top 40 three months after release. It’s a 
Dead Or Alive are used to hanging around. 

“I like being around a long time. I'm a dinooau,, 
grins Pete. “And having experienced a little bit of 
fame last year, I’m probably also more prepared for 
what’s about to happen now. When ! That’sThe Way’ 
happened, I began to understand how people can go 
crackers very easily. 

“ I hate people thinking they own a part of you and, 
once you’ve had a hit, some people think they can dc 
what the hell they like - pulling your hair out, yanking 




you out of vans - and you’re not supposed to react, 
worry a lot about that loss of freedom and how 
people think you’re not human and expect 24 hours 
a day accessibility. Somehow people found out my 

telephone calls from fans at three in the morning, 
loads of ’em. That time round, a bit of success made 
me freak out and sack my manager; this time I 
reckon I know how to handle it all a bit better. ” 

ne thing in particular strikes me 
about Mr Burns - the evil 
tongue for which he is so noted 



hit. But I refused to go on telly to simper on about 
how long it takes me to apply my eye make-up or to 
sit in a cage being pelted with custard pies. 

"I've got a good sense of humour but I’m also fairly 
serious about my career and deeply serious about 
keeping my self-respect. I’d laugh in their faces 
when mags tried to get me to dress up as Dick 
Whittington and parade down Oxford Street for 
publicity, so I got myself a reputation for not playing 
ball, which I admit worked against me. Basically I 


r as a nasty piece of work. ” cont 

.j media profile (“apart from my big mouth”), Offic 

the band had a struggle getting airplay on "You Spin the € 


journalists do. The trouble is 
max n peupie asu 11 <e about something or somebody 

don’t like, they know I’ll give an u —-~ rli1 

don’t mince my words and I adn 
hitting on people’s weak spots. 


«.« g.»w to pick up on that. They think I'... 
really vindictive. And then I look at an Ian McCulloch 
interview and he does exactly the same thing, but 
everybody thinks he’s hilarious because he looks 
dead ordinary. But I think my reputation as a bitch 
really snowballed around the middle of last year, 
when everything I said was under a microscope. 
Marilyn came up to me one time and asked me why I 
hated him, and I swear I’ve never said anything bad 
about the guy - he’s scarcely crossed my 
consciousness. I don’t know who made up that 
quote for me! I’d never cop out of the things I've said, 
but a lot of my statements have been taken out r* 
context. Around that time I had a ruthless Press 
‘ leer who would get me publicity at any cost, i 
i end it did my head r ” 






overheard by a reporter. But I'm sure Helen Terry 
has got a sense of humour and Ibetshecouldn’t 
care less about my saying it. If I'd said it about The 
Weather Girls everyone would have thought it was 
hilarious, but it really got blown out of proportion 
because it was her and she was associated with 
Culture Club. People shouldn't worry about that kind 
of thing. HelenTerry is perfectly able to reply tome if 
she wants to. We can all lookafter ourselves in this 


Bd the pop world, as long as we'i 
given a right to reply. 

" It shouldn't matter so much, it's only me 


rtooand, at the time, I used to collect 
siuttbo ammais: he asked me why I did it and I said it 
was because you didn’t have to feed or house-train 
them. I could see him beginning to break out into a 
sweat but the one-liners kept pouring out-you know 
how sometimes things come out of your mouth and 


when Morrissey said he wanted to meet me. The 
Smiths and Dead Or Alive are a million miles away 
from each other but they do to me what I'd like to be 
doing to the public and they don’t ram themselves 
down my throat and brainwash me-andllikethat.l 
think Morrissey is genuinely refreshing and I loved 
that recent quote he made in Smash Hits about how 
I he is refusing to comment on other people because 
he can't change out of being honest and critical, and 
that slagging people off only causes bad blood. 
That’s how I d like to be- one day I'll grow out of all 


in Liverpool a v 


T ho 

te _. 

mentally with being in the 
centre of the music industry at 
the moment. But I'll have to 
move soon, and I'm looking 
forward to it. The one thing you 
can say about this place is that you have to respect 
the people here, because if they don't like you they'll 
tell you. I just wish they wouldn't do it so loud. It was 
quitefunnyacoupleof days ago. Iwas in W.' ‘ 
Smith and there was this kid wit h hic 
was staring at me 


__ tis mother, and he 

_i all the time. In the end he said to 

_what's that ? and the mother pulled him 

away saying 'Oh, that's justa queer.'" 

Part of Pete Burns's trouble is that his dry Scouse 
humourtranslates badly into print, his chirpiness 
and genuine warmth get lost among the shock/ 
horror headlines. Now he's beginning to get the 


remarks about myself either, you know. For instance 
that quip I was supposed to have made recently 
about Lionel Richie having a chin like an ironing- 
board was actually a jokeTtoid against myself over a 
picture that made me look awful. But some people 
prefer to believe the other version, they like to think I 
can't open my mouth without making a bitchy 


less about the bitchiness and a little bit more about 
the genuine Mr Burns. No doubt part of the reason 
*-■--bfotnerp -- 


On Boy George: 

down the gauntlet 
by calling mea 
Bassett housewife 
and I was stupid 
- bait.” 


The whole feud was started by a journalist who s_ 

that I'd accused him of looking like me. It was totally 
untrue but of course if you say that kind of thing 
you're really starting something. George threw down 
the gauntlet by calling me a Bassett housewife, and I 
was stupid and took the bait and gave him one back. 

I was desperate to carry on looking like I did without 
being associated with that whole Gender Bender 
movement, so I had to show I despised it by making 
a joke of it. It worked. And I'm glad it’s all over. 

‘‘I must admit though that I've occasionally been 
really irresponsible in interviews, like when lot 


making music and was treated as a bit of an outcast 
“There were a lot of talented people around at that 
time who I could have done with working with, but 
because I dressed up and didn't wear a grey mac, I 
was very un-credible- as I am now. 

“It's funny, they mention everything they've ever 
done - right down to washing their dirty socks- but 
Julian Cope and Pete Wylie never mention that I 
sang in their band, and how they were my bass 
player and guitarist. We were The Mystery Girls. We 
diditforalaugh down at Eric's, supporting Sham 69. 
It was dead funny. But I was never hip on the 
Liverpool scene. I just wasn’t interested in 
discussing the ethics of signing autographs." 

As I left him, Pete Bums was pondering the 
implications of the new turn of events in his life and of 
his image rapidly becoming wallpaper. 

'Tdon'twanttobeonthebackofaCornflakes' 
packet. It might happen, but if it does you'll know I've 
tried really, really hard to avoid it.” 
















































YEAH, IT’S ON VISUAL DISPLAY, YOU NIT 








POP STA 


Meet 

BERYL, SYLVIA, 
THELMA and LILLIAN. 
Four women with one thing 
in common: they’re 











US’ MUMS 




RICK PARFITT’S MUM 


HE very proud of him at school-a 
SB high-jumping records, diving champion, cross- 
I country champion. 

4 From when he was about 11 we used to go to the clubs together. 

And when he was 14 he said 'No, I’m not staying at school, because I 
know what I want to do'. He'd been playing round the clubs since he 
was 12 earning a bit of money. So he went straight into 
I entertainment when he was 15 - to the Sunshine Holiday camp. I 
•. cried my eyes out, didn't I ? 

He'd never done anything for himself before so I thought it would 
make a man of him, let him lead his own life. But everybody did for 
I him, they liked him so they all used to do his washing. 

Mind you, the first time we went down to see him there at the 
... holiday camp he said: 'Come and see, I've done my washing, come 

1 and see.' And we saw his socks hanging there and only the tops 
were clean. And so I pointed out the dirty feet and he says ‘ Well, 
nobody sees the foot, do they?'. 

He met these two girls there and teamed up with them -The 

2 Highlights they were called. What sort of music? Well, he was ever 
so keen on Cliff Richard in those days, and he also used to sing “Old 
Shep". The twins had this collie dog which would come and sit 
beside him during it. You could have heard a pin drop. 

Then after four years he was at Butlins, Minehead, and met the 
I boys (Status Quo). I didn't think a lot of them at first, but you get used 
to it, don’t you? They used to come to my flat. To put it crudely it was 
just like a doss-house - they’d sleep on the floor and all that. 

I think he'll get on fine in his new flat though. He's learnt how to run 
a hoover around, though I don't think he likes dusting much - at least 
I not from what I've found! And he’s a good cook. He's always getting 
I on the phone, 'Mum, how do you do ycur roast potatoes?'. 

, He hasn't changed a lot, got big-headed or anything. It's nice 

B knowing so many people know him and respect him. But he's just an 
I ordinary boy to me, doing the job he likes.” 


DAVE GAHAN’S MUM 


he did the Duke Of Edinb 


Sylvia Gahan has lived in Basildon for the 
last 19 years, running a playgroup and bringing 
up her four children in a little house hidden 
away on a guiet backstreet estate. She invites 
you in nervously, sits you down in her cosy 

sitting room filled v : “-— 1 — J — 

Depeche Mode re 

nick-nacks she's t__.. = -,. 

_ _ K ,he y ears -Then she P°P S int0 tht - 

(of Depeche Mode) ^“^SKmusic, 
so I didn’t really expect any of this. At school, before he did Design at 
art college, what he was really interested in was Geography and 
Archaeology. And he was always very very interested in the Cubs 
—i i_i„ -4i dn - t | ike getting dirty, playing football and stuff, but 

if Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, canoeing down 

> is my third marriage. David’s first Dad left him when he was a 
Daoy, and then I got remarried when David was four, but he died. So 
he’s been through a lot, really, David has. 

I tell you what I really admire about him. He never ever asked for 
anything, because he knew I hadn’t got it. He used to do a paper 
round in the morning and a paper round in the evening, and work 
every holidays - washing up in a hotel, teaboy on a building site, 
anything. And if there were any outings at school he never asked, 
because he knew I couldn’t afford it. 

Between the age of 16 and 181 didn’t know what was happening to 
him really - he was a bit of a horror. They all started wearing 
make-up, didn't they, and going up to clubs in London. I think he was 
trying to meet people like Gary Numan and David Bowie. 

I’ll be honest, I don’t like some of their records, like “Blasphemous 
Rumours”, but I liked “People Are People”. I’d never seen them live 
until last year, because David didn’t really want me to. I didn’t tell him 
when I went and when I went backstage afterwards he was really 
shocked. He just said: ’How embarrassing to think you’ve seen me 
doing all that singing and dancing on stage!’ What was it like? I 
couldn’t get out fast enough. It’s terrible how loud it is. 

He gives me lots of presents. He gave me the top I’m wearing 
actually. Only the other day he came round with a skirt and a blouse, 
and he’s also given me the TV and the hi-fi. And when my hair looks 
a mess he says ‘look mum, go and get your hair done’ and sends me 
off to the hairdressers. I don’t like going to the hairdressers.” 
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RUN D. M. C. 


Run D.M.C. are currently the hippest rap duo to emerge fror- 

York’s Queens district. Their apprenticeship with rap king Kurtis 
Blow began at the tender ar- ■*““*-“— m 


e of twelve on the underground club 

____ —ords- “Sucker M.C.s” and the 

streetwise “It's Like That” - brought them hits in the American 


ne and their first two 


The show, discreetly advertised but strongly attended, was 
given extra atmosphere by the minimal lighting and crazy “dog 
barks” from the various London Soul “posses” in attendance. 

“I said clap your hands everybody! Everybody just clap your 
hands!” Run D.M.C. casually amble on stage (at Buzby's) to the 
big beats provided by the lightning genius of M.C. Jam Master 
Jay. Dressed in dark suits and dark hats with laceless trainers 


(land Hardy. “There’s tl 


Their performance has a loveable disorganisation about it. 
Apparently ad-libbing throughout, their act is regularly 
interrupted by chunks of shameless, show-biz choreography, at 
one point involving the duo standing solemnly side by side, arms 
folded like a couple of menacing Mister Ts. 

The mega, monster rhythm which dominates all the songs 
begins to get a little tired toward the end of the night, but it’s clear 
that Run D.M.C. have something fresh to offer the Hip-Hop world, 
even if it does mean involving that nasty instrument, The Guitar. 













Something’s happened to Sting. 

Here he is - singing new songs, flailing away at a six-string 
guitar and leading a group of respected young jazz musicians - 
with a big smile on his face! Can the “King Of Pain” actually be 
enjoying himself? 

Well, for the duration of three “unannounced" concerts at the 
barn-like Ritz Club he certainly seems to be. The cheery 
enthusiasm on display tonight is such a far cry from the 
electrifying aggression of a Police show that it’s almost like 


of impish fury. 

Despite the backing band’s impeccable jazz pedigree, any 
fears about long, boring solos proved to be groundless. 
Instead, saxist Branford Marsalis echoes Sting’s wheezy tenor 
with blasts of melody, while the drummer Omar Hakim turns the 
reggae and funk suggestions on Police songs like “Driven To 
Tears” and “When The World Is Running Down” into 
irresistible dance numbers. Singers Dolette MacDonald and 
Janice Pendarvis, on loan from Talking Heads, help Sting turn 
“One World” into a soulful chant that wouldn’t sound out of 
place in a gospel meeting uptown. A sombre but hummable 
ballad called “The Children’s Crusade” has lyrics (full of 
medieval references) about hapless kids taking drugs in Soho 
doorways and “The Black Seam”, the most memorable song of 
the lot, is about coal mining. “That seems to be a dying 
profession in England,” he explains before pretending to sing 
the rather wordy lyrics from an open book. 

Sting poking fun at himself on stage? Maybe it is possible to 
be serious without taking yourself too seriously. 


Foot-Tappers: Glasgow 
lollege (29), Aberdeen 


ical College (29), Aberdeer 

_a Hotel (30), Edinburgh Ho. 

CoochieClub (31). 

King: Coventry Apollo (April 6), 
Chippenham Gold Diggers (7), Be 
Maysfield Leisure Centre (9). 
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Bnmani loiouti Brilliant sound! | quick! send now! freepost 


Wake up and shape up to the super sounds of this 
ultra-trendy Quartz Clock Radio. And you can take it 
anywhere, anytime, because it's battery operated. It's a 
really cute little number. Alarm 
snooze button, clock light, and 
provision for earphone jack so 
you can get tuned in to all the 
sounds. It's a Mod Clock for 
todays Mod people - get yours 
QUICK before they all go! Hurry 
while stocks last 


To: Littlewoods, FREEPOST P.O. Box 31, Bolton BL3 5YS 

" ‘ . .... ^ligation my FREE Littlewoods Catalogue 


Si Dial 0204 (BOLTON) 391511 and ask for Dept. 4-! 


FREE FROM LITTLEWOODS 
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_. ice more the Mutterings 
I page lifts the lid on the 
I sensational, saucy, 

I soaraway and-above all - 
I honestworldofpop. 

I Honest? Yes, honest. Julie 
Hadwen of The Big Sound 
I Authority has just said no to 
I 5000 crisp green £1 notes 


longer be taken seriously as 
I musicians. Shame, I could 
I have done with the money." 


I going fora new "Glam" 

^ image. You have been 
J warned ... An apology. 

I Seems that along with every 

-paper we were wrong 

. -tIBAO's £100,000 

■ donation to Zimbabwe. Quite 
I the opposite in fact— 

I apparently the Birmingham 
I boys left withoutpaying all 
the r hotel bills. Tuttut . . . 


ter back, Jonchuckeda 


. . .diculed about his height at 
I school. Does this explain 
■ why His Royal Horribleness 


I with a purple pen in a purple 
I notebook? Or why he and his 
I entourage were met by 
Santa 

• '-hAp.Non.a 

recently revealed “everyday 
we're together we read the 
Bible”? Orthat if you play his 
I track “Darling Nikki" 

1 backwards, you can hearthe 
words: “Hello, howareyou? 
I'mfinebecauselknowthe 
J Lord is coming soon." 

I Probably not. By the way. 



Stevens has just celebrated 
his 50th appearance on Top 
Of The Pops . Stephen 
Duffy has a bit of a way to go 
then, even though he claims 
to have written a meagre 235 
songs before sailing into the 
chartswith“KissMe".a 


his school and stealing a forapproval, have eventually Bitter at being abandoned 


verpoolorphi 
irtalised by Tl 


because of council 

punks The Damned have 
apparently personally signe 
4,000 copies of their latest 


an, half-English forthe dreaded “nodules on 
the vocal chords". The new 

EurythmicsLPmaybe 
delayed . . Howard Jone: 

recently revealed that the 
£3,000 he used to buy the 


Michael Jagger is final 
marry longstanding 
girlfriend Jerry Hall 
Aren't New York hotels 
strange places? Boy George 
was spotted running round 
one in just a negligee and 
high-heeled shoes, and it's 
muttered that Marilyn 
insisted on the room service 
waiter in his room wearing 


defmitelytrue is that cud 

Curt Smith of Tears For 


that he and his brothers 
be bringing their “Victory" 
tourtothiscountiy. But not 
until 1986. so don’t start 
queueing yet. . . Following 
reports in the press, Dead Or 


that they ca/ 


..... . . An oldViverpool 
acquaintance has been 
speaking outabout Pete 
Burns and Holly Johnson 
“they'd spend hours doing 
each other’s make-up. They 
were incredibly vain . Sorely 
not? . . . Remember Julie 
and Marie Muscatelli? 
Probably not, unless you 
saw Frankie's early gigs 
when they used to do rather 


in the group signed to 
_ .Julie and Marie now eke 
out a living as 
waitresses. . . A 7" disc 
has been recorded to combat 
the single biggest disasterto 
have hit this nation since the 
Black Lace megamix. The 
BBC's proposed removal of 
Doctor IWrofrom our 


Morrissey, ruining his 
alreadyslenderchancesofa , 
knighthood. John “I’ve 
Had Three Days Off In Two 
Years” Taylor is soon to 
make his first acting 
appearance on the small 
screen (apart from 
Razzmatazz, Pop Quiz, Top 
OfThePopsetc.)'ma 
f utu ristic thriller called The 
Block. John plays a 
computer buff, The Hacker, 
who keys into the future 
through a computer. Back in 
real life, he recently 
discovered when chatting to 
Rod Stewart (presumably on 
one of those days off) that 

girlfriends (doubtless on one 
of the other days off). John 
alsocommented:“lknow 
I've been seen out with a lot 
of girls butthat's because 
"-afriendlyguy" 


of Russ Abbot 


! Madonna once starred in a rather ma rks. If you get 25 black 

‘naughty’ movie called A Certain Sacrifice. Been keeping pretty marks, you're expelled 
quiet about that one. Byeeeel 











FREE 

MADONNA & DURAN DURAN 


POSTER! 



Wallpaper, fact fans, is 
thought to have been 
invented by some mad old 
geezer in Cambridge in 
1509. What this person 
would have thought of the 
FREE POSTER we’re giving 
away in the next issue of 
Smash Hits one can only 
hazard a guess. Probably 
something like “Zounds! 
Verily this is fab!” But one 
thing’s certain: your 
bedroom wall is going to 
love it. Why? 

Well, for a start it’s big. 
Very big. 800 x 580mm to 
be precise. And, secondly, 
because it’s nothing short 
of a work of art. On one side 
is a sizzling shot of 
MADONNA that has to be 
seen to be believed (which 
is why we’re giving you a 
sneak preview now). And 
on the other side is a full- 
colour photo-history of 
DURAN DURAN which 
includes no less than 16 
photographs! 

And of course the whole 
thing is ABSOLUTELY 
FREE with the next issue of 
Smash Hits. Miss this and 
our man from Cambridge 
will turn in his grave. 
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